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CURR ICULUM
A classical education aspires to give students the kind of wisdom that would require a lifetime of experience to gain on their own. This 
wisdom is gained by reading the classics under the guidance of teachers who have integrity, character, knowledge, and wisdom.
The HLS curriculum is a coherent whole in which each year of study builds upon the skills and knowledge of the previous year. HLS 
Indianapolis is specifically designed to allow new students of any age to begin Latin study and prepare them with the necessary founda-
tion for an in-depth and careful reading of great classic literature and history.

PH ILOSOPHY
Latin, mathematics and music are three basic and universal languages. They are the cumulative and most challenging subjects in the 
curriculum. These subjects receive special emphasis at HLS enabling students to reach their full intellectual potential by developing the 
powers of the mind like no other subjects can. Our curriculum is organized into the following six academic subjects plus music, art and 
physical education.

1. Classical Languages – Latin & Greek
2. Math
3. Science
4. English Studies
5. Classical & Christian Studies
6. American & Modern Studies

Christian/Classical Studies, English Studies, and American/Modern Studies are integrated courses where students learn the history, 
geography, literature, and art of each culture. We believe this is an effective method of learning about the past, one which decreases 
fragmentation and increases understanding and retention.

CLASS ICAL LANGUAGES ,  LAT IN  &  GREEK
LATIN
The study of Latin is the core of a classical education. Latin begins in second grade and continues every year, culminating in the trans-
lation of Latin literature in high school. All new students in both lower and upper school are enrolled in an age-appropriate beginning 
Latin class.

Our Latin program is unique in that, for those students who begin in the lower school, it achieves mastery of the Latin grammar before 
high school, a practice which was the norm prior to the 20th century but is unknown today.

Memorizing the Latin grammar is a great challenge and thrill for students. The mastery of the grammar greatly enhances English lan-
guage skills and builds the kind of confidence that only comes from great achievement. Latin develops the mind of the young student as 
no other subject can.

HLS utilizes the Memoria Press First Form Latin series for grammar courses and the Henle series for translation. *Article: “How Latin 
Develops the Mind”

GREEK
There are two, and only two, classical languages – Latin and Greek. Our Greek program is a six-year program covering the Greek alpha-
bet and the basics of Greek grammar, vocabulary, and translation. Students will be enlightened by the similarities between Latin and 
Greek grammar, and will be amazed to learn about the large number of Greek roots in English and Latin words. The study of Greek is 
the crown jewel in a classical Christian education. It adds depth and understanding to the study of language and western civilization.
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MATH
Because mathematics, music and Latin are the three universal languages, they are given special emphasis in classical education and are 
required of students every year. Mathematics, like all languages, is cumulative, rigorous, and demanding; it develops logical, accurate, 
and precise thinking habits. Mathematics is the language of science and the indispensable tool for the study of the natural world. The 
key to success in all sciences, especially chemistry and physics, is a good math education.

ARITHMETIC
Arithmetic is the art of counting and calculation. Like the Latin grammar, arithmetic is concrete, is based on memorization, and is a 
small finite subject. These characteristics make arithmetic appealing to the child’s mind – it is something he can understand and over 
which he can achieve mastery. In the trivium model of learning, arithmetic is the focus of grades K-6.  Next to the alphabet, arithmetic 
is the most useful tool students will ever possess. It should never be rushed over in a hurry to get to higher mathematics.  Games, drills, 
skip-counting, cypher drills, and challenge problems make it an enjoyable part of the school day.

MATHEMATICS
Mathematics, on the other hand, is the science and philosophy of relationships. It is a large and varied subject that includes many topics 
such as algebra, geometry and calculus. Topics from the world of mathematics are suitable for students who have reached the age of 
abstract thinking in middle and high school.

Modern textbooks do not observe this distinction between arithmetic and mathematics. Algebra topics are included as early as Kin-
dergarten and obscure the necessary arithmetic skills for each grade. The energy and effort of students are dissipated over a variety of 
topics, many of which are too abstract for students to understand. Insufficient time is given to basic skills, and students do not experi-
ence the satisfaction of mastery learning, nor are they adequately prepared for higher math.

Mathematics is an exact language, one that is unrelenting and unforgiving. A failure to master the basics is the cause of the glass ceiling 
that most students reach in their mathematics education.  Students must overlearn basic math skills in K-7 if they are to be successful in 
high school math.

Our textbooks and teaching strategies at HLS ensure that students learn arithmetic and mathematics in an age-appropriate sequence, 
eliminating the aforementioned deficiencies so prevalent in modern mathematics education.
*Placement tests are administered to all new students to determine class placement.

HLS MATH SEQUENCE
K–Printing, counting, money, time, beginning addition and subtraction facts
1–Addition and subtraction facts through 5
2–Addition and subtraction facts through 10
3–Addition with carrying, subtraction with borrowing, multiplication facts through 5
4–Multiplication facts through 9, multiplication with carrying, subtraction over zeros
5–Multiplication facts through 15, 1- digit long division, 3-digit long multiplication
6–Two-three digit long division, fractions and decimals
7–Pre-Algebra or *Review and solidification of arithmetic 
8–Algebra I or Pre-Algebra
9–Algebra II or Algebra I
10–Geometry or Algebra II
11–Pre-Claculus
12–Calculus or AB Calculus
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SCIENCE
Wonder and curiosity about the natural world lead to observation, classification, and ultimately to science and technology. It is best for 
the child to be led into the world of science through these same steps.

The traditional elementary science curriculum includes topics which are also naturalist hobbies – bird, tree, and wildflower identifi-
cation, butterflies, insects, bees, and star-gazing.  Students learn much about science (morphology, physiology, classification, habitats, 
etc.) through the study of stars, bugs, birds, and trees.

The lower school science curriculum also includes the study of the Latin roots of scientific names, as well as a beautiful anthology of 
English nature poetry. Students in grades K-6 learn to take delight in nature through Nature Readers.

In eighth grade students study the basic elements of chemistry, including measurement, conversion problems, the periodic chart, 
element names and properties, chemical bonding, ions and compounds, and balancing chemical equations. With this background stu-
dents are prepared for high school biology, anatomy and physiology, chemistry, and physics.

Grades K-2: Seasons, holidays, planets, calendar, plants, animals, nature walks, nature readers
Grade 3: Solar System, including constellations and planets
Grade 4: Animal Kingdom – Invertebrates with a special emphasis on insects
Grade 5: Animal Kingdom – Vertebrates with a special emphasis on birds
Grade 6: Plant Kingdom  with a special emphasis on trees and flowers
Grade  7: Earth Science
Grade 8: Physical Science
Grades 9-12: Physics I, Biology, Chemistry, Advanced Physics Anatomy and Physiology

ENGLISH STUDIES
English mastery in reading, writing, and speaking is the mark of an educated person. But these multifaceted skills require many years 
to reach a high level.  An essential component of superior English skills is the study of a classical language, so our Latin curriculum 
supports and enhances the English skills of our students. English grammar and vocabulary are studied in both English and Latin classes 
beginning in 2nd grade.

Another factor in the development of superior language skills is the stud of good literature, which provides models of correct English 
and excellence in writing.  The ear and eye are trained by constant exposure to good English usage. Students learn best by imitation.

LITERATURE AND POETRY
Our classroom reading selections are carefully chosen to increase in reading difficulty each year. Books are read slowly and thorough-
ly in class along with a special selection of poetry. Poetry is intense and requires careful, slow, and repeated reading. Poetry requires 
thought and is especially effective in developing comprehension and thinking skills. Students who are properly prepared can begin the 
study of Shakespeare in the 7th grade.

We strive to study the very best literature and poetry for each age, works that model heroes, virtues, and high ideals. Our literature 
program does more than develop reading skills – it inspires students to love what is good and noble in life.

GRAMMAR AND COMPOSITION
English grammar, usage and composition are taught yearly using the Classical Composition program by Memoria Press and Rod and 
Staff English texts. The ability to write with clarity, beauty, and power is further developed by our logic and rhetoric courses, which are 
an extension of English and count as English credits at the high school level.

PENMANSHIP
On a more practical side, the development of a legible and attractive cursive hand is a high priority.  Unless serious attention is given 
to penmanship in every grade and class, illegible, careless writing plagues students and teachers throughout their school years.  New 
students are encouraged to begin learning cursive and gradually incorporate cursive handwriting into their coursework.

LOGIC & RHETORIC

H I G H L A N D S  L A T I N  S C H O O L



CLASS ICAL /CHR I ST IAN  STUD IES
CLASSICAL STUDIES
All foreign language study includes learning about the people who spoke the language, so Classical Studies is a natural companion to 
Latin.  In Classical Studies, students study Greek mythology and Greek and Roman history and literature every year, gradually deep-
ening their knowledge and understanding. This long grounding prepares students to read the classics of Greek, Roman, and English 
literature and to study and understand the modern world.

Why spend so much time on the Greeks and Romans? Why not put this time and effort into American History and literature instead? It 
may seem only reasonable that the history of one’s own nation should be the focus of the curriculum, but surprisingly, that is not the case.

The classical civilizations of Greece and Rome is the perfect civilization for the student to study and the teacher to teach. It has been 
thoroughly studied for many generations, and the lessons have been learned and are there for all to see. And we know the end of the 
story, so we can see consequences and draw conclusions.
In addition, all of the issues that we struggle with in the modern world – economic, political, religious, and social – are present in the 
ancient world in their simplest form.  In Greece and Rome the perennial problems of the human condition can be seen at their begin-
ning, while it is still possible to grasp them, to understand them, and to really see to the heart of the matter.
Jesus Christ, the most prominent and influential historical figure, was born into the classical world. His coming sparked the onset of the 
Christian faith and its profound impact on mankind. Classical Studies serves to deepen both one’s historic and personal knowledge of 
Jesus Christ, the Savior of the world.

CLASSICAL STUDIES READING LIST
Grade 3–D’Aulaires’ Greek Myths
Grade 4–Famous Men of Rome
Grade 5–Famous Men of the Middle Ages
Grade 6–Famous Men of Greece, The Trojan War
Grade 7–Book of the Ancient Greeks, The Iliad
Grade 8–Book of the Ancient Romans, The Aeneid
Grade 9–Greek Dramas, The Oresteia…
Grade 10–Cicero – The Republic, On Obligations
Grade 11–Dante – The Divine Comedy
Grade 12–Western Civilization, Art and Architecture

CHRISTIAN STUDIES
Our Christian Studies program is designed to develop:
1) Biblical literacy
2) A knowledge of Church history
3) A strong faith and Christian consciousness
To achieve these goals, students study Scripture in grade K-6, Church history in 7th and 8th, and Christian apologetics and writings of 
the church fathers in high school.  Christian studies is an academic course equal in content and examination to all other areas of the 
curriculum.

BIBLE LITERACY
Students in grades K-6th learn Bible stories, Bible geography, the salvation history timeline and memorize numerous passages of Scrip-
ture passages from the Memoria Press Christian Studies program.

CHURCH HISTORY
From a non-sectarian viewpoint, students in 7th and 8th grade engage in a two-year study of early Church history beginning with the 
Book of Acts followed by a 2,000 -year survey of the development of the Church. Topics surrounding the Reformation are covered in 
the context of our European history course. Students are encouraged to talk to their parents and pastors if they have questions about 
different faith traditions.
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Make sure to check out our website for more information.

www.indylatinschool.org

BUILDING FAITH AND CHRISITAN CONSCIOUSNESS
Formal education develops a student’s ability to use reason and critical thinking, tools which can be then turned against the faith to 
attack and undermine it. Modern education, by its nature, tends to produce a strongly scientific and skeptical frame of mind.

The Christian school has a unique responsibility to teach its young that while the intellectual tools acquired through education can be 
used to attack the faith, they can also be used to defend it; that while the Christian faith may be above reason, it is not contrary to rea-
son; that belief is a choice that is intellectually respectable, and that many of the greatest minds, both scientific and literary, in every age 
(including our own) have been believing  orthodox Christians.

We believe the Christian faith is true and that both reason and history support this belief.  All time is dated form the birth of Jesus 
Christ, the central figure in human history. Our Christian Studies program helps students understand why this is true.

AMERICAN & MODERN STUDIES
In American and Modern Studies, students study American and modern European history, geography, and literature as well as world 
geography and non-western cultures. The program is designed to give students mastery over very concrete and useful information 
about America and the world and to build each year on the previous year’s work. Students trace and study maps, draw freehand maps, 
and by the end of the curriculum they are able to draw political and physical maps of both hemispheres from memory.  Students also 
read a variety of books to supplement their knowledge of America and the world.
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