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IN THIS ISSUE...
The second annual Highlands Latin School 
Day of Service was a huge success. Over 150 
participants served at assisted living facilities, 
the Third Phase Homeless Shelter food 
pantries, and at our host facilities (First Baptist 
Church and Christ Community Church).  

ASSISTED LIVING FACILITIES

Bridgewater Care Center
“I served at Bridgewater Care Center,” reported 
6th grader Ben Baskin. “We played our instru-
ments for the residents and then we brought 
them to the art room to paint. A man stated 
that he wasn’t much for painting but he used 
to play the violin. I let him play my violin and 
he probably had the happiest time of his later 
life remembering songs on the violin such as 
Jesus loves me, Thine is the Glory and Amazing 
Grace.”

Fourth Grade teacher Mrs. Stubbs shared, “The 
Baskins brought their stringed instruments and 
I played flute along with them. The people lis-
tening seemed to delight watching the children 
play their recital pieces. In 4th grade we pray 

and talk a lot about people in need in different 
countries of the world. It was good for them to 
see needs close to them in their community and 
to experience the opportunity to be the light of 
Christ by sharing the gifts God has given them 
and giving of their time and attention. It was a 
blessing to get to know my students a little bet-
ter by serving alongside them.”

Copper Trace Senior Living
“We planted flower, vegetable, and fruit plants 
at Copper Trace,” Daniel Kauffman, 4th grader, 
explained, “for the delight and happiness of 
the people. We got to meet them and have 
cookies with them. I hope they enjoy eating the 
strawberries and tomatoes that we planted!”

His brother, James a 2nd grader, added, “I 
liked it because we got to help the residents by 
making their life better: they can’t really go out 
and look at the flowers, but they can enjoy the 
flowers we planted in their courtyard.”
(Continued on page 2).
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HLS 2019 Day of Service: In Your Own Words



First Baptist Church
“In just over an hour, our group put out 16 yards of mulch and 
cleaned the outsides of 52 windows at First Baptist Church,” 
reported Julia Blank, who worked alongside her four sons. 
“The work was done with joy and in gratitude to the church 
who has given so much to our school. Everyone benefited.”

“My friend Reagan and I were able to wash all of the outside 
windowsills at FBC,” 3rd grader Lydia Smith reported. “Now 
when we look outside at the school, the windows look pretty!”

Samuel Smith, 5th grader, recalled, “My brother was pushing 
the wheelbarrow full of mulch uphill and it tipped over. All of 
us helped fill it back up. It was so much fun serving together.”

Cassidy Williams, 6th grader, shared, “Our teachers do so 
much for us and give so much of themselves. It was really nice 
to give back and help the building look nice.”

Shannon Wanner related, “Our group scrubbed floors and 
cleaned the sanctuary chairs. I reminded my kids that serving 
isn’t about doing jobs that we enjoy, but it is about helping 
and valuing other’s needs above our own. Serving isn’t always 
fun at the time, but afterward it makes your heart feel good 
to know you have done something for someone simply out of 
kindness. When you can do it together with the school com-
munity, even scrubbing floors can be a bit fun!

Josh Wanner added, “The Day of Service is a day 
where the school can come together and show the 
love of Christ to people around the community. It is 
also a fun time to hang out with friends.”

Third Phase Homeless Shelter
The Trieschman family served at Third Phase in Noblesville, a 
non-profit organization consisting of a homeless shelter, thrift 
store, and food pantry. “One group worked in the pantry sorting 
donations, and we served with a group working in the thrift 
store,” explained Janet. “We packed an entire box truck with 
items that didn’t sell and were going to be donated to another 
charity. A loft area was also cleared out. One of the workers at 
Third Phase said that the work we accomplished in two hours 
would have taken Third Phase a year to accomplish!”

“I think the desire to volunteer is strong among our youth,” 
Janet continued. “It isn’t always easy to find activities that allow 
children and teens to volunteer. Having HLS create this oppor-
tunity is a blessing for the students and their families to be able 
to serve together.”
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BY JANN SNIVELY

Beyond the Classroom
Grades K-2 and grades 3-6 each had their own opportunity to travel back in 
time to the year 1892 in a one room schoolhouse located in Pittsboro, Indiana. 
The students dressed the part in bonnets and boots, bringing lunch in a basket 
and making a paper cup from which to drink water. The schoolteacher took 
roll upon arrival and students were to stand when called upon to answer a 
question. The students were able to sit in desks that had the names of students 
who had attended school over a century earlier. Matilda, Leota, Clyde and 
Edgar were just a few of the names that our HLS students were able to role play 
and many of the students back then were siblings. Benjamin Harrison was the 
current president and the Ferris wheel would make its debut at the world fair in 
Chicago later that year to honor the 400th anniversary of Christopher Colum-
bus’ arrival in the New World. The students took turns reading, used real slates 
for arithmetic and participated in a lively spelling bee. Outside of the school 
house, the kids were able to enjoy some old fashioned recess games (no mixing 
of boys and girls), view an outhouse, and have a picnic lunch. 

ONE ROOM SCHOOLHOUSE FIELD TRIP

HLS STUDENT PERFORMS 
AT HILBERT CIRCLE THEATER

This past year, a group of 10 HLS students in grades 5-8 participated 
on VEX Robotics teams coached by Bob Lach, an HLS parent. All 
the teams qualified for the state championship at Lucas Oil stadium 
by winning a tournament. These students competed in 8 rounds, and 
2 of the teams made it to the finals.  

Each year more than 30,000 VEX Robotics teams from 40 countries 
are given an engineering challenge that is presented in the form of 
a game. Teams are judged in a variety of skill-based events such as 
demonstrating programming skills or presenting a STEM research 
project. One of the challenges is especially collaboration-oriented, as 
teams are paired together and challenged to achieve the highest com-
bined score possible. Being in VEX Robotics encourages teamwork, 
problem solving, perseverance, critical thinking and leadership. 

To find out more about VEX IQ Robotics, contact Bob Lach at    
bob@thelachfamily.net

VEX IQ ROBOTICS

Andrew Swack, Solomon Swan, Jake Henry, Duncan & Liam Blank, 
Theo Lach, Lacey Brown, Adam & Brandon Kruger & Colin Blank.  

Liliana Fata, a 6th grader, performed the first movement of Mozart’s 3rd Violin 
Concerto, as soloist with the New World Youth Philharmonic orchestra under the 
direction of Dan Whistler on Mother’s Day weekend. 

Such a performance is a rare opportunity and honor. For this, Liliana competed and 
won the orchestra’s concerto competition. The performance was the first prize.

The performance took place at the Hilbert Circle Theater on May 12. Liliana received 
a standing ovation! 

To view this performace go to https://youtu.be/3Kz9nGON18Q. 



BY AUDRA KAUFFMAN

Email Susan Wible at swible@indylatinschool.org

Club News
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HLS Shakespeare Club brings Creativity to their 2019 Production
Young and old shared giggles, chortles, and belly laughs at the 
Shakespeare Club’s spring performance of “Much Ado About Noth-
ing”. Fifteen high school students elected to participate in this year’s 
club. They spent seven weeks studying the script’s nuances and pre-
paring to communicate this timeless play in their own creative way.

The Shakespeare Club is directed by Mrs. Brooke Riddell, who teaches 
Literature in the Upper School. Mrs. Riddell shared how forma-
tive this year’s seniors have been for the club. “The seniors were the 
original crew who wanted a Shakespeare club, and this is their fourth 
year. When we get new kids who step into a play, they see the seniors’ 
leadership, and they emulate what they’re seeing. They feel relaxed 
and comfortable when they see the older kids enjoying the process 
and experimenting with new ideas on stage.”  

From my seat in the audience, it was hard to tell who was having 
more fun: the kids clutching their middles with laughter or the actors 
in costume eliciting that laughter. “We had so much fun with this 
production,” shared junior Jack Leatherwood. “A lot of what we do 
on stage is completely improvised. Sometimes it’s even hard to stay in 
character because of how funny it is!”  

Sophomore Isabella Concannon remarked after the show, “I love be-
ing in the play every year. You get to step out of your comfort zone a 
little bit when you play a new character.” 

Mrs. Riddell, from her unique vantage point of observing students 
both in the classroom and on stage, sees a reciprocal relationship 
between the Highlands curriculum and participation in the Shake-
speare Club.  

“Performing a Shakespeare play helps students to become even better 

at their critical reading,” Mrs. Riddell explained. “Shakespeare didn’t 
give any stage directions- the secrets of how to act out the story were 
in the language. For the actors to discover how to perform this play, 
they have to pay attention to the language. That encourages them to 
read the script with intentionality.

“I link the success of these actors back to the education they’ve 
received at Highlands,” Mrs. Riddell continued, “the opportunity to 
be exposed to Shakespeare and get excellent instruction early on, in 
middle school. Students enjoy Shakespeare, and they want to extend 
the enjoyment of reading to the stage. The educational model lifts up 
their aesthetic sensibility, and they develop intelligent wit. Shake-
speare works well with that.”

Indeed. It certainly worked well in this production, and from what I 
heard from the young Highlands students in the audience, there will 
be a continuous stream of intelligent wit waiting for their turn to step 
in and take their place. 

House News
2019 House Winner and New Leadership 
After a very close competition, House of George won the coveted House 
Trophy for the 2018-2019 school year! The Upper School students are 
placed into one of four houses and compete for points throughout the 
school year. Some of the ways the houses earn points are through athletic 
competitions, service projects, and social events. Houses also participate 
in a Renaissance Competition including such events as log splitting, 
archery and fine arts. Each house is led by a Head of House and the new 
leadership is announced at our school’s closing ceremony by the “passing 
of the House mascot”. The new house leaders are: Bella Concannon for 
House of Andrew, Daniel Kroeker for House of David, Abby Kaufman for 
House of George and Lilly Vannoy for House of Patrick.   



Maddie Gladura’s experience at Highlands Latin School did 
more than just prepare her for her future- it defined it.
Maddie, a 2017 graduate of HLS, just completed her sophomore 
year at Boyce College in Louisville, Kentucky. She is majoring 
in Elementary Education with a minor in Classical Education. 
Maddie hopes to return to Highlands Latin School in Indy to 
complete her student teaching, with the goal of teaching at the 
Elementary level after graduation.

Maddie shared that the passion and compassion of her teachers 
at HLS played a huge role in her career aspirations. “I came to 
Highlands three weeks after the start of my eighth grade year. It 
was tough, but the teachers brought me up to speed and helped 
me get settled. It really was my experience with my teachers at 
HLS that made me want to become a teacher.”

“Mrs. Riddell was my biggest role model; she still is! I struggled 
in writing but she slowed down to really help me. I admire her 
because she is hard-working, and she’s passionate about litera-
ture and writing. She is extremely encouraging.”

Maddie is enthusiastic about the benefits of a classical education. 
She values the focus on logic, rhetoric, and literature. She appre-
ciates the chance she’s had to read books which she never would 
have been exposed to otherwise. “In the Classical model, we not 
only read great books, but we learn to annotate and understand 
what the author was saying to the original au-
dience, as well as discussing what application 
this work might have for today.” The Classical 
Education minor at Boyce includes Latin 
courses, Classical Pedagogy, Introduction to 
Philosophy, and Great Books Seminars.

Compared to her classmates at Boyce, Mad-
die feels that she was well-prepared to face 
the demands of a full academic load. “Many 
other students became overwhelmed and 
bogged down as they began their college 
courses,” Maddie related. “They didn’t know 
where to start. Because of the many rigorous 
classes I took at Highlands, however, I was 
able to look at the assignments and see how to approach it and 
break it down into smaller pieces.”

In addition to her academic pursuits, Maddie serves with her 
church’s women’s outreach to victims of sex trafficking, called 
Scarlet Hope. “I’ve really developed a passion for helping these 
women,” Maddie shared. “Louisville is one of the top 10 cities in 

the country for sex trafficking, so it’s a serious 
problem. In addition to our work locally, we 
also help women abroad who are caught in 
enslavement.”

To the students at Highlands, Maddie shared 
some advice. “I know there are always things 
to complain about, but try to enjoy the time 
you have with your teachers. They are full of 
wisdom. They know you need this assignment 
at this time; this is going to benefit you! I 

remember in Mr. Kauffman’s 10th grade Christian studies class I 
had to write a paper on the Dead Sea Scrolls. At the time I didn’t 
feel ready, but now I look back and realize that it prepared me for 
one of my college Bible classes. Don’t take this opportunity for 
granted!”

A L U M N U S  S P O T L I G H T

MADDIE GLADURA
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experience with my 
teachers at HLS that 

made me want to 
become a teacher.”  
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Class of 2019 Offered 1.2 Million 
in Merit Scholarships
This year’s five seniors were awarded 1.2M in merit scholar-
ship and accepted 224K. They follow the class of 2018 who also 
received 1M in merit scholarship awards. The HLS high school 
program and transcript with its rich content and challenging 
courses help distinguish high caliber students desired by colleges 
and universities across the country.” The Upper School faculty 
is excited about student growth, and development of the unique 
high school curriculum at Highlands. 

The class of 2019 joins a group of 22 HLS alumi who have graduat-
ed over the previous five years. These alumni along with the class 
of 2019 have collectively been accepted to 46 different colleges and 
universities including a number of fine schools like Rose-Hulman 
Institute of Technology, Clemson University and Pepperdine.

Two Seniors Recognized as 
“HLS Greek Scholars” 
Seniors, Maddie Wiley and Clara Mauser earned the distin-
guished HLS Greek Scholar award for the outstanding completion 
of the HLS four-year high school Greek program. At the gradu-
ation lunch in May, these seniors were awarded a solid bronze 
medallion engraved with their names. After completing a Greek 
course in 7th and 8th grades, students may opt to continue their 
Greek studies as an elective in high school. “Beginning Greek at 
this stage in a student’s development provides a special learning 
opportunity for several reasons,” says HLS high school Greek 
teacher Mr. Kauffman. 

“Students are still young enough in junior high that language 
acquisition is relatively easy. Second, the study of Greek rein-
forces skills that allow students to succeed in Latin and other 
language-related tasks. Third, it prepares students for a unique 
and memorable experience translating the Greek Septuagint and 
New Testament,” said Mr. Kauffman. 

In the New Testament Translation Epistles course, Maddie and 
Clara translated I Peter, Galatians, and Romans 9-11. As juniors 
they translated portions of the Gospels. “These two classes are an 
opportunity to translate New Testament books rapidly, and to see 
how their cognitive and critical thinking ability, as well as their 
creativity in language and thought have developed,” said Kauffman.  

Fourteen other high school students are enrolled in the Greek 
program and are working to become future HLS Greek Scholars.  
Thank you to Mr. Kauffman and Mr. Cutrona for sharing their 
love and passion for Greek with the students and for their work 
developing this distinct classical language program.

 

C E L E B R A T I N G  T H E  C L A S S  O F  2 0 1 9

Mr. Kauffman awarding the two seniors the Greek Scholar Medal.



     

LYDIA HUSTON

•  Years at HLS: 8 years

•  Future Plans: St. Mary of the Woods  
 College, Terre Haute, IN 
 Major: Music Therapy

•  Activities and Awards: Co-founder of  
 the Shakespeare Club, Indianapolis 
 Youth Chorale, Head of House (David) 
 in 2015-2016, President of Service Club in  
 2017-2018

SAM AGARWAL                        
•   Years at HLS: 5 years

•   Future Plans: Purdue University,    
  Layfayette, IN 
  Major: Biomechanical Engineering

•  Activities and Awards: Debate Team,  
  Shakespeare Club, Eagle Scout,   
  Indianapolis Rowing Club

 

ELEANOR RIDDELL

•  Years at HLS: 6 years 

• Future Plans: St. Mary’s College,   
 Notre Dame, IN    
 Major: Biology

• Activities and Awards: IHSFA Debate,  
 Captain for Public forum in Debate   
 Team, Shakespeare Club, Head   
 of House (Andrew) in 2018-2019,                
 summer mission trips to Haiti

CLARA MAUSER

•  Years at HLS: 6 years

• Future Plans: Purdue University,   
 Layfayette, IN     
 Major: Chemistry

• Actvities and Awards: HLS Greek   
 Scholar, IHSFA Debate, Captain for Public  
 forum in Debate Team, Head of House      
 (Patrick) in 2017-2018, Leadership Team  
 President for her denomination’s regional  
 Youth Council

MADDIE WILEY

• Years at HLS: 8 years

• Future Plans: Colorado School of   
 Mines, Golden, CO

 Major: Mechanical and Environmental  
 Engineering

• Activities and Awards: HLS Greek   
 Scholar, IHSFA Debate, Shakespeare Club  
 Head of House (Andrew) in 2017-2018,  
 President of Service Club in 2018-2019
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P.O. Box 4462
Carmel, Indiana 46082

Classical. Christian. Traditional. 
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National Latin Exam
Each spring HLS students in 5th-12th grade take the National 
Latin Exam (NLE) to apply and test their knowledge of Latin 
gained through their classroom study. This 40-question exam, 
sponsored by the American Classical League, covers Latin gram-
mar, Roman culture and geography, derivatives and translation 
skills at various levels.

HLS students represent 94 out of the 144.000 students nation-
wide who participated in this exam. 71% of our students scored 
above the national average earning 15 gold medals, 12 silver 
medals, and 30 achievement certificates for their outstanding 
performance on various level exams from the Introduction level 
to Level V poetry and translation.

Three HLS high school students, Clara Mauser, Henry Mauser 
and Jonah Bailey received a special Book Award from the Amer-
ican Classical League for receiving their fourth gold medal on 
rising level exams. 

For 2019, Jonah was one of 100 students nationally who earned 
his fifth gold medal on the level V exam. Jonah received an addi-
tional special Book Award for this achievement.

Each year HLS students continue to improve and excel in their 
study and mastery of Latin due to the excellent instruction 
received at Highlands and the dedication of both students and 
parents in the classroom and at home. Congratulations HLS 
students, parents and teachers for a job well done!

2019 National Latin Exam winners

H L S  H O N O R S  &  A W A R D S

Clara Mauser (12th), Henry Mauser (11th) and Jonah Bailey (11th)



HLS First Grader Wins First Prize 
in New American 
Cursive Contest 
A highlight in the Lower School is the 
yearly cursive handwriting contest.   
HLS students in 1st through 6th grades 
submit writing samples to New Amer-
ican Cursive, the contest sponsor, and 
the judges select a boy and girl winner 
from each grade with the best entry. 
Their entries were scored by judges 
based on legibility, neatness, shape, 
slant, spacing, size, fluidity, spelling 
and accuracy.

First grader, Faith Snively, earned both 
the first-grade girl award at Highlands 
and was also awarded first place for the 
best cursive writing submission among all grades nationally. This award 
from the national judges panel was presented to Faith at the Closing 
School Ceremony in May.

2019 American Cursive Award winners

HLS 2019 New American 
Cursive Winners
Grade 1  Ryan Rooney  Faith Snively
Grade 2  Alec Schatzlein  Christie Kersey
Grade 3  Silas McClelland  Sabrina Fata
Grade 4  Ethan May  Clara Baskin
Grade 5  Elijah Bucher  Hazel Ritz
Grade 6  Lewis McClelland  Liliana Fata

GOLD MEDALS
LEVEL I     
Benjamin Baskin  6th    
Olivia Daugherty  6th     
Hannah Duquaine  6th   
Averie Wallgren  6th 
Lacey Brown  7th 
Isabella Gutwein  8th
Norah Thompson  8th
Abigail Bates  9th 
Steven Leatherwood  9th 

LEVEL II
Jake Henry 8th
Josiah Smith 8th
Andrew Swack 8th

LEVEL III
Joshua Wanner 9th
Meghan Cavanagh 10th

LEVEL V
Jonah Bailey

SILVER MEDALS
LEVEL I      
Colin Blank 6th
Sophia Daugherty  6th      
Hana Henry  6th 
Gabrielle Aitken  7th     
Duncan Blank  7th      
Liam Blank  7th 

LEVEL II
Solomon Swan 8th

LEVEL III
Samuel Wanner 9th
Isabella Concannon 10th

LEVEL III PROSE
Rosemary Vannoy 9th

LEVEL V
Henry Mauser 11th
Clara Mauser 12th

2019 HLS National Latin Exam 
Award Winners

OUTSTANDING 
ACHIEVEMENT 
CERTIFICATES
INTRO TO LATIN 
Johnathan Aitken  5th  
Anna Mitchell  8th   
Arabella Nolan  9th  
Elijah Bucher  5th   
Samuel Smith  5th   
Madeline Wanner  5th  
Evelyn Mauser  7th   
Laura Kemerer  9th   
Lillian Owens  10th

LEVEL I
Ian Schatzlein 5th                   
Grace Haskin 6th
Aleyna Byrum 10th
Abby Kaufman 10th
Anna Backus 6th
Liliana Fata 6th
Katelyn Snively 6th
Grace Benning 7th
Kayla Dunson 7th
Brandon Kruger 7th
Mary Rose Green 9th

LEVEL II
Eli Backus 8th
Ava Concannon 9th
William Solomito 8th

LEVEL III
Rachel Bailey 9th
Amelia Daugherty 9th
Audrey Lach 10th
Sam Agarwal 12th

LEVEL III PROSE
Avery Bucher 10th

LEVEL IV
Whitney Marshall 10th


