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MISSION STATEMENT
In partnership with parents and guided by the Gospel, we seek to educate students to 
the highest standards of the classical tradition, so that they may grow in the knowl-
edge, wisdom, and love of our Lord, and more ably use their gifts in the service of 
others, and for the glory of Christ and His Church.

ABOUT HIGHLANDS LATIN SCHOOL

CHRISTIAN
Our faith statement is the Apostles’ Creed, the most ancient and widely accepted expression of the 
essential beliefs of the Christian faith. Highlands Latin teaches and upholds traditional Christian 
morality and the Holy Scriptures as the divinely inspired word of God. Highlands Latin warmly 
welcomes families of other faiths, but we ask that you respect our distinctive Christian identity. In 
all of our instruction we are respectful of other faiths, while humbly maintaining the truths of our 
Christian faith. 

CLASSICAL
The intensive study of the Latin language develops the mind of students as no other subject can. 
Students who have learned how to learn with Latin become better students in all other subjects. 
The study of the classical languages and the Greek/Roman classics provides a path to wisdom 
and knowledge that cannot be attained by any other method. In the tradition of Western civiliza-
tion, education and classical education have always been synonymous. Classical education can be 
distinguished from modern education in that it does not neglect the important first step of giving 
students the classical tools for both intellectual development and for understanding their classical, 
Christian heritage.

TRADITIONAL
Although many experimental innovations have been tried by schools during the last century, none 
have been able to duplicate the success of the traditional classroom. In the traditional classroom, a 
knowledgeable, enthusiastic teacher carefully leads students into an understanding of each subject. 
Classrooms are quiet, orderly, and disciplined. Lessons are incremental and geared toward mas-
tery. Students learn the skill of quality written work completed in a timely manner. Homework is 
given for the purpose of practicing a skill or preparing for a lesson. The traditional classroom is 
consistent with human nature, and the experience of many decades has demonstrated its superior-
ity over the modern student-centered classroom.



GENERAL OVERVIEW
Seventh grade is a pivotal year that begins a student’s transition from more concrete fact-based 
learning in the lower school, to conceptual learning required for high school courses in mathe-
matics, science, history and literature.

The HLS curriculum and instructional model carefully trains students through this transition by 
continuing to teach for mastery, coaching students in advanced study skills, and acquiring key 
content that equips them for success at the high school level.

At Highlands, 7th and 8th grade is treated as preliminary work for high school which prepares 
students for a smooth continuation to 9th and 10th grade where the primary substance of the 
standard high school curriculum is fulfilled. HLS students who have completed 7th-10th grade 
are prepared to take advanced math and science courses during 11th and 12th grade, and contin-
ue with English and language study at a high level.

The HLS curriculum is composed of six subject areas taken by students each year. In 7th grade, 
students build on their study of Latin with Greek.

1.  Math   
2.  Latin/Greek
3.  Science
4.  Classical/Christian Studies
5.  English Studies
6.  Modern Studies

Upon entering the Upper School, 7th graders join one of the HLS Houses which provide an 
opportunity for competition and camaraderie with other students through intramural sports, 
service projects and leadership training. All students participate in music instruction through 
Chorale, the upper school choir, and receive not only a musical experience but training in presen-
tation and public speaking skills. In addition, HLS provides a variety of academic competitions 
and extra-curricular activities throughout the school year.

New students are welcome and encouraged to enroll. Each student is given a placement test for 
math and Latin and placed in an appropriate level course for their background. Students who join 
HLS in junior high with the intent to continue through high school maximize their investment 
and are very successful in our program.

We operate on a four-day class schedule that emphasizes efficiency in the classroom and allows 
students a three-day weekend with a flexible home study day to practice independent study skills, 
participate in extracurriculars and schedule appointments. The HLS community is enriched by a 
diverse group of students from various background, abilities and perspectives.  The school works 
diligently to forge an environment of scholarship and encouragement to assist students in striving 
for their best in both academics and Christian character. The faculty consists of dedicated pro-
fessionals who are educators and have a range of experience in various professions.  Many hold 
Masters degrees in their field and are highly committed to implementing this unique junior high 
program.  The HLS teachers are mentors who demonstrate a passion for learning, a love for the 
Lord and a demonstration of the high ideals of Christian character.



The teachers and staff would love to speak with you and tell you more about the opportunities at 
Highlands for your student.  Please feel to contact the upper school director or admissions office to 
schedule a visit. 

FACULTY

VINCE CUTRONA
Classical Studies, European History, Greek, Latin
M.A. Gordon Conwell Theological Seminary
B.A. History and Greek, Calvin College
Mr. Cutrona brings his knowledge and love of history to the classroom in both classical studies 
and European history. He has a love for Latin and Greek and inspires our students to reach their 
highest potential in their studies. Mr. Cutrona enjoys teaching at HLS helping to provide one of 
the richest high school experiences he has seen.

CINDY DAVIS
Upper School Director, Geometry, Physics I, Advanced Physics
M.S. Mechanical Engineering, Purdue University
B.S. Mechanical Engineering, University of Illinois
As a founding member of our high school program, Mrs. Davis has contributed to the develop-
ment of our math courses and science program. She fulfills many roles as both a math/science 
teacher and college advisor assisting our students every step of the way in the college application 
process. Mrs. Davis also helps support and train our teachers in the upper school and facilitates 
communication between parents and the school as our upper school director.

DONNA GRACE DICKMEYER
Biology, Chemistry, Anatomy & Physiology, Math 7
B.S. Biochemistry, Wheaton College
Mrs. Dickmeyer joined HLS in 2013, and has been sharing her passion and love for science with 
our students ever since. Many of her students leave her courses with a newfound interest in the 
sciences. Our graduates report how well prepared they are for their college courses because of 
their work in her classes.

AMY FATA
Chorale
M.S. Vocal Performance, Butler University
B.A. Choral Music Education, Huntington University
Mrs. Fata has been developing our choral program at HLS since we opened in 2011. Not only do 
our students experience the expertise of a private music lesson, they are also learning how to be 
confident presenters before an audience and how to use tone and volume in communication. All 
our students participate in this unique choral experience and are well-trained to join future choir 
endeavors as they continue their education.



ANDREW GARRISON  
Latin, Government & Economics, European History, Pre-Algebra
B.A. Biblical History, Indiana Wesleyan University
B.S. Social Studies Education, Indiana Wesleyan University
In 2012, Mr. Garrison joined the HLS team and has contributed significantly to the growth of the 
classical and modern studies courses in our high school. The students enjoy his class lectures and 
discussions as well as the enhanced interest he brings through his broad interest in both history 
and the classics.

LAURIE HIBBITT   
Upper School Admin. Asst., Logic, Rhetoric, Latin, Debate Team
Mrs. Hibbitt has been a central figure in developing our Logic and Debate program, bringing her 
expertise both teaching these subjects and coaching debate over the last 15 years. She is passion-
ate about teaching students how to think and develop sound reasoning along with articulate and 
convincing presentation skills. Mrs. Hibbitt desires for each of her students to be capable of think-
ing and arguing well. She loves teaching students the tools of our God-given rational faculties 
through logic, and building upon that foundation with persuasive argumentation and rhetoric. 
Her goal is to equip students with these language skills, so they may critically evaluate the ideas 
and issues facing them in the future.

JUDIE HUSTON
Principal, Latin
M.A. Counseling Psychology, Trinity Divinity School
B.A. Communications/Writing, Moody Bible Institute
Mrs. Huston has been Principal of HLS since 2011 and has taught Latin and Christian Studies. As 
a teacher at Highlands, she observes measurable growth in students each year due to the school’s 
focus on both content and academic skills training. Our students learn how to learn at increasing 
levels each year. The sky is the limit for a well-trained student!

JUSTIN KAUFFMAN
Latin, Greek, Christian Studies
M.A. Old Testament, Gordon Conwell Theological Seminary
M.A. Biblical Languages, Gordon Conwell Theological Sem.
B.A. Bible and Religion, Anderson University
Sharing a deep and profound love of language, Mr. Kauffman encourages our students to reach 
for their best in both Latin and Greek classes. His Old Testament background brings depth and 
interest to students’ understanding of the history and events which helped shaped the Biblical 
narrative.
 
ANDREA REINHARD
7th English Studies: Literature, Grammar, Spelling, Composition
8th English Studies: British Literature I
B.A. Secondary English Education, Anderson University
Mrs. Reinhard has taught English literature at Highlands for 6 years. In the middle school she 
teaches 7th and 8th grade composition, literature and grammar.



BROOKE RIDDELL 
English Studies, Classical Studies, Shakespeare Club
M.F.A. Creative Writing, Indiana University
B.A. English Composition/American Lit., DePauw University
*Classical Teaching Apprenticeship with CIRCE Institute
Over the last five years, Mrs. Riddell has helped developed our high school literature and compo-
sition sequence. She has a great interest in helping students develop their writing ability through 
the analysis and study of literature. Mrs. Riddell has a passion for Shakespeare that is infectious 
and has led to a student initiated Shakespeare Club at HLS. Currently, Mrs. Riddell serves on our 
school board as a visionary and advocate for advancing the development of this unique classical 
education opportunity to families in our community.

HOLLY ROHRBACH
Algebra II, Pre-calculus, Calculus
M.S. Computer Engineering, University of Central Florida
B.S. Electrical Engineering, Colorado State University
Mrs. Rohrbach came to Highlands with a 20-year background in the field of electrical engineer-
ing. Her professional experience, paired with her interest in helping students build a solid founda-
tion in mathematics, equips students to reach their fullest potential. Mrs. Rohrbach sets an exam-
ple for her students of diligence and effort as the key to their success with math. 

SUSAN WIBLE
Algebra, House Director, Service Club
B.S. Accounting, Oral Roberts University
Since our school’s beginning in 2011, Mrs. Wible has been teaching Pre-Algebra and Algebra I to 
junior high and high school students. Her interest with students extends beyond academics as she 
developed the HLS Service Club to give our students the opportunity to practice the school mis-
sion of using their education to serve others. Mrs. Wible also heads our House program, coaching 
students in developing leadership skills. In addition to her classroom and student involvement, 
Mrs. Wible serves on our school board as treasurer and contributes oversight to the further devel-
opment of Highlands Latin School in our community.

MATHEMATICS
MATH 7
Math 7 continues the sequence of K-6th arithmetic study and provides students an additional year 
of arithmetic practice to ensure a solid foundation for pre-algebra. In Math 7, students master 
arithmetic skills necessary for future mathematics studies: addition, subtraction, multiplication, 
division; fractions and decimals; ratios, proportions and percent; plane and solid geometry figures; 
order of operations, exponents, square roots, and signed numbers. After Math 7, students contin-
ue to pre-algebra, algebra 1, algebra 2, geometry, pre-calculus or statistics
Text: Rod & Staff Math 7



PRE-ALGEBRA
This course covers a broad range of topics, including integers, scientific notation, algebraic prop-
erties, basic geometry and beginning algebra. Student should demonstrate mastery of math facts 
including addition, subtraction, multiplication and dividing fractions, decimals and percent. 
These topics are quickly reviewed and then applied to solve algebraic equations and word prob-
lems. With a systematic orderly presentation of concepts and plenty of time for review, your 
student will gain a strong foundation for high school algebra.
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Math 7 or equivalent course with a B or higher.
Text:  Pre -Algebra Textbook by College of the Redwoods

ALGEBRA 1 
Algebra I is a logical and systematic approach to abstract mathematical concepts. It is the first 
course in the college-bound math sequence: Algebra I, Algebra 2, Geometry, Pre-calculus, Cal-
culus. Algebra students master foundational algebra concepts, including number systems; solving 
equations and inequalities; exponents and polynomials; factoring and applications; rational ex-
pressions; graphing linear equations; solving systems of linear equations; roots and radicals; and 
solving quadratic equations.
Prerequisites: Successful completion of Pre-Algebra with an A or B. Seventh grade Pre-Algebra 
students should have an A or strong B in the course to continue with Algebra I in the eighth grade. 
Summer work is suggested for rising 9th grade students who earn below a B in Pre-Algebra.
 

SCIENCE
EARTH SCIENCE 7TH
Earth Science draws students into the wonder of God’s creation as they learn about the physical 
world in which they live. Topics are wide-ranging and include the solar system, mapping Earth, 
crystals, minerals and rocks, plate tectonics and mountain building, volcanoes, earthquakes, the 
water cycle, deserts, glaciers, topics in oceanography, tides, the atmosphere, and weather. A good 
portion of this class is lecture based and students are coached through the note taking process.   
Hands on explorations and activities including a mineral lab are conducted to deduce characteris-
tics of different minerals to gain additional understanding in Earth Science.  
Text:  Earth Science, Novare

PHYSICAL SCIENCE 8TH 
Physical Science introduces chemistry and physics topics to prepare students for high school sci-
ences. Chemistry topics include matter, atomic structure, compounds, mixtures, and chemical re-
actions. Physics topics include force, motion, energy, work, heat, electricity, magnetism, waves, and 
light. General science skills such as measurement and unit conversions are also taught. Students 
are able to use the math they learned in pre-algebra to solve simple problems and compare phys-
ical qualities of matter. This fascinating study includes hands on labs, with thoughtful lab reports 
to increase student understanding. As they learn about the physical sciences, students continue to 
develop study skills that will prepare them for success in their high school course work.
Text:  Physical Science, Novare



JUNIOR HIGH SCIENCE SKILLS CONCENTRATION
 • Observe and record data
 • Memorize science vocabulary that increases knowledge
 • Read a science textbook and interpret graphs and charts
 • Apply math skills to real problems
 • Write simple lab reports using scientific language
 • Learn foundational principles that will be used in biology, chemistry, and physics
 

JUNIOR HIGH THROUGH HIGH SCHOOL MATH SEQUENCE

Grade Level  Track 1   Track 1   Track 2   Track 2
   Math   Science   Math   Science

7   Math 7   Earth Sci.  Pre-Algebra  Earth Sci.

8   Pre-Algebra  Physical Sci.  Algebra I  Physical Sci.

9   Algebra 1  Physics 1   Algebra II  Biology

10   Algebra II  Biology   Geometry  Chemistry

11   Geometry  Chemistry   Pre-Calculus  Adv. Physics

12   Pre-Calculus  Anatomy &   Calculus  Anatomy &   
      Physiology or     Physiology  
                  Adv. Physics                  or dual-credit
   

CLASSICAL LANGUAGES - LATIN AND GREEK

LATIN
The study of Latin is the core of a classical education. Our Latin program is unique in that, for those stu-
dents who begin Latin in the lower school it achieves mastery of the Latin grammar before high school, a 
practice which was the norm prior to the 20th century, but is unknown today. These students are prepared 
for the culminating experience translating Latin literature in grades 9-12.

New students beginning Latin in 7th or 8th grade focus on Latin grammar study for three years and con-
tinue to translation courses during their junior and senior year at HLS. Memorizing the Latin grammar is 
a great challenge and significantly increases English language skills building confidence that only comes 
from great achievement.

Latin develops the mind of a students like no other subject can. When given high priority in education, 
Latin offers numerous benefits by increasing skills and abilities in the following areas:



English Language Skills
 • Comprehensive mastery of English grammar
 • Vocabulary acquisition through derivative study
 • Word analysis, spelling and decoding words
 • Development of technical word vocabulary

Critical Thinking Skills
 • Trains analytical skills
 • Long-term study aids higher order thinking
 • Increases processing speed

LATIN COURSES

LATIN GRAMMAR I 
Using the Form Latin Series or Henle I, students new to Latin learn the first half of the Latin grammar 
covering the five declensions, four conjugations and adjectives. Grammar form and vocabulary memori-
zation are the emphasis of this course. Translation is moderate and involve sample sentences that aid the 
goal of practice and retention of forms and vocabulary.
Prerequisites:  None

LATIN GRAMMAR II
This course builds on the vocabulary, forms, and grammar in Latin; introduces the student to the passive 
voice of the four conjugations; covers pronouns, the subjunctive mood, comparative and superlatives, 
and 3rd declension adjectives. Students continue to translate model sentences that increase in length, 
helping students master the new grammar content.
Prerequisites:  Successful completion of Latin Grammar I or equivalent course

LATIN GRAMMAR III
The second half of the Latin grammar is covered in this course, which includes the perfect passive 
system, pronouns, one and three termination adjectives, subjunctive verbs, and comparative adjectives 
and adverbs.  Students begin translating more complex sentences and passages using the grammar and 
vocabulary learned and reviewed in the Third Form text.
Prerequisites:  Successful completion of Latin Grammar II or equivalent course 

LATIN GRAMMAR IV
During this course, students complete the last quarter of the Latin grammar and begin translating his-
torical texts and passages from Henle I. Special emphasis is placed on review and mastery of previous 
vocabulary and grammar forms as a preparation for future translation courses. Students begin translat-
ing longer passages in preparation for the first translation course of Caesar.
Prerequisites:  Successful completion of Latin Grammar III



GREEK
There are two, and only two classical languages – Latin and Greek. Our Greek program is a three- year 
course covering the Greek alphabet and the basics of Greek grammar, vocabulary and translation. Students 
are enlightened by the similarities between Latin and Greek grammar, and amazed to learn about the large 
number of Greek roots in English and Latin words. The study of Greek is the crown jewel in a classical 
Christian education. It increases students’ facility with Latin and adds depth and understanding to the 
study of both language and western civilization.

The ancient Greeks created a body of thought characterized by such brilliance and clarity that it has been 
called “The Greek Miracle” ever since. Their work in philosophy, literature, art, logic, mathematics, and 
science has been the wellspring of Western civilization. The Greeks have been, and remain, the world’s 
first and greatest teachers in the natural order. The Romans imitated and enlarged, as has every generation 
since, but did not reverse, the Greek depository of knowledge.

Even more importantly, the New Testament was composed in Greek, and the Old Testament, in the form 
of the Greek Septuagint, was the Bible of the apostles and the New Testament Church.

GREEK COURSES

GREEK ALPHABET (6TH GRADE)
This is a one trimester class to teach students the Greek alphabet in preparation for the Greek gramma I 
course in 7th grade. Students practice writing and memorizing the names and sounds of the Greek letters.

GREEK GRAMMAR I (7TH GRADE)
After mastering the Greek alphabet in 6th grade, students continue learning the noun and verb systems, 
adjectives, and basic syntax while translating simple sentences. A primary focus is mastery of forms demon-
strated in rapid recognition of verb stems, verb personal endings, noun stems, and noun case endings.  
Text:  First Form Greek, Memoria Press

GREEK GRAMMAR II (8TH GRADE)
Building on the mastery of forms and vocabulary established in Greek Grammar I, this class completes the 
student’s introduction to Greek grammar. The class finishes First Form Greek during the year and advances 
to a new text, “Basics of Biblical Greek,” by William Mounce. This text and accompanying workbook rein-
force and review what the student has learned, increasing knowledge and understanding of Greek grammar 
and syntax, and develops vocabulary. Greek Grammar 2 puts an emphasis on translation skills, with short 
passages drawn primarily from the New Testament.
 

AMERICAN/MODERN STUDIES
WORLD GEOGRAPHY (7TH GRADE)
The primary goal in this course is to create a geographical framework which will equip students with a com-
prehensive scope of world geography preparing them for Modern European and U.S. History in high school. 
Region by region, students will study the physical and human geography of the world through outline maps, 
readings and class lectures. To keep the students informed of world news, they also research and analyze 
a current event that corresponds with each unit. Students create flag flashcards for 50 major countries in 
preparation for a final at the end of the course.



For new students this course serves and an introduction and overview of world geography and for 
HLS students moving up from lower school it is a capstone review course in the Modern Studies 
curriculum.
Text:  World Geography III, Memoria Press

INTRODUCTION TO MODERN HISTORY (8TH GRADE)
This course embarks on a biographical study of key historical figures in the modern world from 
the 1400’s through the early 1800’s. An in- depth review of European geography and key dates will 
be covered throughout the study. This class provides a framework for the European history class 
taken in  9th and 10th grade at Highlands.
Text: Famous Men of Modern Times, Memoria Press

ENGLISH LITERATURE & COMPOSITION
English mastery in reading and writing is the mark of an educated person. But these multifaceted 
skills require many years to reach at a high level. In seventh grade students begin learning how 
to read and write with greater complexity, focusing on clear thesis development and paragraph 
structure in their writing. 

An essential component of superior English skills is the study of a classical language, so our Latin 
curriculum supports and enhances the English skills of our students. In both Latin and English 
classes vocabulary and English grammar are taught. 

Classroom reading selections are carefully chosen to increase in reading difficulty in 7th through 
12th grade. Books are read slowly and thoroughly both in class and independently. An empha-
sis is placed on teaching students how to annotate a text and take personal notes through study 
guides and class discussions.

Literature and poetry is chosen that models heroes, virtues and high ideals. Poetry is intense and 
requires careful slow, and repeated reading. Poetry also requires thought and is especially effective 
in developing comprehension and thinking skills. The preparation in our English Studies courses 
equips students to begin the study of Shakespeare in 7th grade and continues through each year 
of high school.

Composition is taught in 7th and 8th grade. Students in 8th grade begin learning the research 
process writing a small 3-5 page paper covering a topic from their history study. The ability to 
write with clarity, beauty and power is further developed by Logic and Rhetoric courses as an 
extension of English.

On a practical level, the development and continuation of an attractive cursive hand is a priority.  
Lower school students entering 7th grade continue using the handwriting skills they have devel-
oped. New students are encouraged to learn or re-establish cursive handwriting as a valuable tool 
in note and test taking.



7TH GRADE     8TH GRADE
Tom Sawyer     Beowulf
Wind in the Willows    Sir Gawain and the Green Knight
American Poetry    The Canterbury Tales
As You Like It – Shakespeare   Henry V - Shakespeare
Classical Composition –    Classical Composition –   
Refutation/Confirmation   Refutation/Confirmation
Rod & Staff Spelling 8    Traditional Logic I & II

CLASSICAL LITERATURE
Classical studies is the natural companion to Latin helping students learn about the people who 
spoke the language. In addition, it provides an invaluable tool to help students both understand 
and evaluate the condition and merits of the modern world in which they live.  

The HLS curriculum provides a careful and thorough foundation in Greek mythology, Roman 
and Greek history and geography to prepare students to read an array of great authors like Homer, 
Virgil, Cicero and Dante with depth and clarity. Under the careful guidance of a knowledgeable 
instructor, students begin the study of classical literature with the Iliad and Odyssey in 7th grade 
and The Aeneid in 8th grade.

These texts expose junior high students to two great epic stories of the Greeks and Romans that 
extoll the virtues and the flaws demonstrated by the national heroes of these ancient nations.  
These classical works have been studies for generations and the lessons have been learned for all to 
see. Reading and class discussion focus on evaluating the perennial problems of the human condi-
tion and relating them to their experience as a young person in the 21st century.

In addition, Jesus Christ, the most prominent and influential historical figure, was born into the 
classical world. His coming sparked the onset of the Christian faith and its profound impact on 
mankind. Classical studies support Christian studies by helping students deepen both their histor-
ic and personal knowledge of Jesus Christ, the Savior of the world.

COURSES
HISTORY OF ANCIENT GREECE, THE ILIAD & ODYSSEY (7TH GRADE)
This course begins with a detailed study of Greek history and the Hellenistic Age originating with 
Alexander the Great. Students will learn about ancient civilizations, the development of democ-
racy, the Golden Age of Athens and their self-destruction in the Peloponnesian wars. During the 
second half of the course students begin a detailed reading of Homer’s Iliad and Odyssey.
Recommended Reading: Students new to HLS are encouraged to read Famous Men of Greece 
and The Trojan War, an abridged version of the Iliad.

HISTORY OF ANCIENT ROME & THE AENEID (8TH GRADE)
Beginning with the rise and fall of the Roman monarchy, followed by the democracy and empire, 
students will gain a strong review or introduction to the Roman empire and its influence on human 
nature and society. Virgil’s Aeneid was written as Rome’s version of a national text to extoll the vir-
tues and ideals central to Roman life and culture. Students will read this text and explore the themes 
of the right to claim power and govern others, religion and characteristics of prominent cultures.



Recommend Reading:  Students new to HLS are encouraged to read Famous Men of Rome and 
The Aeneid for Boys and Girls as a preparation for this course.

LOGIC AND RHETORIC
DESCRIPTION OF FORMAL AND MATERIAL LOGIC
Logic is a course that thinks about thinking. Formal logic studies the fundamental instruments 
of human thought: concepts, judgements, deductive inference, and the expression of thought 
through terms, propositions, and syllogisms.

Material Logic continues at the high school level examining the content or meaning of terms and 
propositions and learning the ten catagories of being, the five types of predicates, and definition. 
Through Logic, students develop critical thinking tools for the human intellect to evaluate truth. 
Sound reasoning necessitates meeting a formal and material condition. Materially, arguments 
must have clear terms and true premises. Formally, arguments must infer valid conclusions. For-
mal and material logic equip students to formulate and utilize sound reasoning. 

COURSES

TRADITIONAL LOGIC I (8TH GRADE) FALL TRIMESTER
Traditional Logic I is a course on how we form ideas, judgments, and arguments, and how we 
express them, with an emphasis on the structure of reasoning. Language concepts taught in this 
course involve the four kinds of logical statements, the four ways propositions can be opposite, 
and the seven rules of validity for syllogisms. 
 
TRADITIONAL LOGIC II (8TH GRADE) SPRING TRIMESTER
Traditional Logic II is a continuation of how we form ideas and judgements with a greater em-
phasis on the structure of reasoning in forming complex arguments. This class covers the four 
figures of the traditional syllogism, the three forms of rhetorical arguments, among other topics. 
This class includes a wealth of practical arguments and examples. 
Text: Traditional Logic I & II, Memoria Press
 

CHRISTIAN STUDIES
The HLS Christian Studies program is designed to help students develop a deeper understand-
ing of the Christian faith and to support parents in the spiritual training of their students. The 
school’s Christian Studies curriculum is focused on developing:

 • Biblical literacy
 • A knowledge of Church History
 • A strong faith and Christian consciousness 

Students in K-6th learn Bible stories, Bible geography, salvation history timelines, and memorize 
more than 100 passages of scripture.

In 7th and 8th grade, students study church history from a non-sectarian point of view beginning 
with the early church in the Book of Acts followed by a survey of Church history and its influence 



on the western world in the last two millennia. Controversial issues are not discussed in class and 
students are encouraged to talk with their parents or pastors if they have questions about different 
faith traditions.

High School students engage in a study of the history and contemporary cultures that outline the 
narrative of the Old and New Testament. Works of prominent church fathers like Augustine’s The 
City of God and Confessions are thoughtfully read and discussed in class. Modern theologians like 
C.S. Lewis  Mere Christianity and G.K. Chesterton’s Orthodoxy provide students a course in Chris-
tian thought and apologetics.

COURSES

BOOK OF ACTS (7TH GRADE)
Using their own biblical text, students engage in a study of the events leading to the formation 
of the early church recorded in the Book of Acts. In this historical study, students will learn the 
events and people who God used in building the church and the foundational role they fulfilled in 
spreading the Gospel news throughout the world.  This is a one trimester course taught alongside 
Classical Studies.
Text: Bible, Book of Acts Study Guide

SURVEY OF CHURCH HISTORY (8TH GRADE)
This course is an overview of the development of the Christian faith and its influence on the west-
ern world over the last 2,000 years. Church history will be traced from the persecutions in the ear-
ly days to the papal influences during the Middle Ages. The study continues through the religious 
wars of the 16th and 17th century as Europe faced the rise of secularism and scientific discovery, 
and concludes with the influence of the church in various parts of the world.  Students will gain an 
understanding of the complexity and diversity of the church throughout the centuries and various 
people groups. A specific emphasis in this course will be place on notetaking from class lectures 
and learning how to analyze the influence ideas on events.
Text: The Story of Christianity, by David Bentley Hart

MUSIC
Recent research has confirmed what educators have always known: music develops the mental 
abilities of students and increases academic performance. Music should not be studied for that 
reason alone, but rather because it is a universal language of enormous power. Students must be 
trained to discern and love what is good, true, and beautiful in all the arts, but especially in music.
Music completes the triad of universal languages, but it has its own special attributes not pos-
sessed by the other two. Mathematical at its base, music expresses thoughts and emotion with an 
almost divine power to touch the soul. Music is comparable to Latin in its potential to form the 
character of a student and define the culture of a school. Like Latin and mathematics, music is a 
core subject, required of students every year in the HLS high school program.

Students in 7th-12th grade are part of the Chorale choir which meets once weekly for 45 minutes.  
In choir, students learn techniques for training vocal production, music theory, and sight-sing-
ing. The choral repertoire covers music of various eras and cultures and students experience the 
consummate joy of a well-trained voice joined to others in performing the masterworks of our 
western tradition.  



Chorale performs three times a year at the HLS school Christmas, spring concert, and at grad-
uation in May. Attendance and participation in concerts is mandatory, and part of fulfilling the 
course requirements for a fine arts high school credit.

HLS HOUSE SYSTEM
In keeping with our mission statement, it is our desire to provide support and encouragement 
among our students in their pursuit of academic excellence and to develop opportunities for 
service and leadership within our school. One vehicle used to accomplish this with the HLS upper 
school students is the House system.

ORIGINS & DESCRIPTION OF THE HOUSE SYSTEM
The House system finds its origins in the British boarding schools and those modeled after them, 
where students ate, drank and slept in individual houses during the school term. Both competi-
tion and camaraderie existed among members of the houses as well as many memorable tradi-
tions that enhanced the school environment. Some of the many benefits students derive from the 
House system are leadership opportunities, teamwork, service projects, friendly intramural sports 
competitions, and peer accountability for academic excellence.

HOUSE SYSTEM AT HIGHLANDS LATIN SCHOOL
Students in 7th-12th grade are divided into four Houses named for the patron saints of the British 
Isles; Andrew, David, George and Patrick. Each week the Houses gather for a Rec activity or an 
intramural Club Sport tournament. House meetings are held each month for students to plan and 
implement activities for their House and the high school, and to strategize ways to work together as 
they pursue the coveted House cup trophy awarded at the end of the school year. Two faculty over-
see and provide direction to the House leadership and its members throughout the year. Students 
learn how to conduct a meeting according to the Roberts Rules of Order. They also can participate 
in planning and implementing one service project for their House. The House meeting time is also 
a time to encourage fellow students in management of their study schedule and grades.

HOUSE LEADERSHIP
Various House leadership positions are appointed by the HLS administration. Each House office 
will be held to the specific responsibilities for their role by their faculty supervisor.

Head of House:  This position is chosen by the faculty based on the level of maturity, responsi-
bility and participation they have displayed. The Head of House presides at House meetings and 
reports directly to the faculty supervisor.

House Tenant:  In this position, the individual presides at the meetings and exists as a “right hand 
man” to the Head of House.

House Scribe:  This person is the guardian of clear communication between the House leadership 
and the House membership, other Houses and the student body. Students are voted into this role 
by members of their House.

House Historian:  One student is appointed by the faculty advisors to record special memoirs of 
the year’s House activities. The Historian adds to the scrapbook with pictures, notes and stories as 
a memory of the House events and accomplishments for the year.



COMPETITION IN THE HOUSE SYSTEM
The purpose of the House system at Highlands is to provide an outlet for a healthy level of compe-
tition and camaraderie among students. Throughout the year students engage in friendly compe-
tition to earn points for their House in some of the categories listed below.  House points will be 
accumulated during the year and the House with the most points will win the House cup at the 
end of the year.

• Academics: GPA, class attendance, and preparedness
• Athletics: Club Sports – volleyball, ultimate frisbee, soccer, basketball
• Community Service: planning and preparing a service project 
• Spirit Award: participating in school community events with a kind and cheerful attitude
• Themed Competitions: Renaissance Man, Faculty/Student Basketball, and others

HLS ACADEMIC COMPETITIONS

NATIONAL LATIN EXAM
In March, all HLS students take the National Latin Exam, sponsored by the American Classical 
League. This exam provides a testing experience that measures our students’ progression in Lat-
in according to national norms. Each year our students continue to excel on higher level exams.  
Testing fee for the NLE is included in student tuition.

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC BEE & GEOGRAPHY CLUB
In January HLS 5th-8th grade students participate in a classroom geography bee and the top seven 
in each grade move on to compete in the all school National Geographic Bee. The HLS geography 
program prepares student well to compete in this event which provides a great outlet for students 
to measure the academic growth. A Geography Bee prep Club meets prior to the bee for student 
interested in additional geography study.

SCRIPPS SPELLING BEE
In February each school year, HLS holds a school level competition of the National Scripps Spell-
ing Bee. Students are provided bee materials to practice for the event. The school’s winner advanc-
es to the county bee to compete with the winners from area schools.

JR HIGH DEBATE CLUB
Highlands Latin School has affiliated with the Indiana High School Forensic Association (IHSFA) 
to provide academic competitive speech and debate opportunities to our students. The speech 
and debate topics and events are governed by the National Speech & Debate Association (NSDA).  
Students who participate in these events find them fun, engaging, and especially competence 
building. Team members learn to speak confidently, and logically, use evidence skillfully, orga-
nize thoughts, and appeal to their audience on many levels. These skills will serve our students 
throughout their academic and professional careers. Confident speakers and debaters are often 
viewed as leaders in whatever field they choose. Junior high students are invited to participate in 
an introductory club during the spring semester to gain exposure to the debate and the opportuni-
ties available when they are in high school.



HLS ACADEMIC COMPETITIONS 

BASKETBALL CLUB
Organized by the HLS Parent Teacher Fellowship, students participate in an intramural basketball 
competition after school in January and February. This club opportunity is available for both boys 
and girls and focuses on developing basketball fundamentals in a lightly competitive setting. 

HAND BELL CHOIR 
This ensemble is dedicated to learning the fundamentals of hand bells and performing traditional 
and contemporary music. It encourages students to work as a team to teach musicality through lis-
tening and note reading. Club members can perform at various times during the school year. 

YEARBOOK CLUB 
Students in Yearbook Club are taught the fundamentals of graphic layout and design, writing and 
editing text, and work as a team to take pictures and design the theme for the yearbook.

 
7TH & 8TH GRADE SCOPE & SEQUENCE
Grade 7   Class Hours    Course    Home 
Study
Math    4   Math 7 or Pre-Algebra  4
Science   3   Earth Science    3
English Studies   4   Literature, Composition 
       & Spelling    4
Latin/Greek   3/2   Latin Grammar I to IV/ 
       Greek Grammar 1   2
Classical/Christian St.  3   Greek History, Iliad 
       & Odyssey & Book of Acts  2
Modern Studies  2   World Geography   2

     20 hours        17 hours

Grade 8   Class Hours   Course    Home 
Study
Math    4   Pre-Algebra or Algebra I  4
Science   3   Physical Science   2
English Studies  4   British Literature & 
       Composition, Logic I & II  4
Latin/Greek   3/2   Latin Grammar 1 to IV/    
       Greek Grammar 2   4
Classical/Christian St.  3   Roman History, The Aeneid & 
       Survey of Church History  2
Modern Studies  2   Introduction to the Modern World 2

     20 hours        19 hours



HLS HOMEWORK PLANNING GUIDELINES
HLS operates in a unique format which models a university class schedule. Classes meet on alter-
nate days for either one, two or three class sessions. Students are required to pre-read material for 
class lectures as well as spend time studying material between class meetings. Cumulative exams 
are given in most subjects throughout the year with final exams taking place in May. Establish-
ing a consistent distraction free study and review plan is key to becoming a successful student at 
HLS and later in college. The following guidelines are to help both students and parents gauge the 
amount of time to plan for each course and to create a routine study schedule that allows for fami-
ly time, extra-curricular activities and plenty of rest.

Maximum Weekly Homework Time Per Course:
 • Math: 3-4 hrs. max. (no more than one hour in a day)
 • Latin/Greek: 2-3 hrs. max. (no more than 30 min. in one day)
 • Science: 2-3 hrs. max. (no more than one hour in a day)
 • Modern St.: 1-2 hrs. max. (no more than 30 min. in a day)
 • English St. 3-4 hrs. max.  (45 minutes, four days a week)
 • Christian St. 1-2 hrs. max.  (1 hour two times a week) 

EXAMPLE - DISTRIBUTED HOMEWORK SCHEDULE: 

     Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday Thursday Fri.-Sun.
MATH    1 hr.   30 min.  45 min.  45 min. 45 min.
LATIN    30 min.   30 min.  30 min.  30 min. 
SCIENCE   1 hr.   1 hr.   30 min.  
ENGLISH ST.  45 min.   45 min.  45 min.  45 min.
MODERN ST.  30 min.   30 min.  30 min.  30 min.
CLASSICAL/ 

CHRISTIAN ST.  1 hr.   45 min. 
Totals    5 hrs.   3.5 hrs.   2.5 hrs.  2.5 hrs.  1 hr.

Note: Effective use of 2-3 weekly study halls and in-class work time reduces daily homework 
amounts by 1-2 hrs.

Suggested Daytime Study Hours:
  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Fri.-Sun.
Timeframe 9:00 – 3:00 2:00 - 5:30. 6:00 – 8:30 6:00 – 8:30 2.5 hrs.

Note: Student homework after 10 p.m. is least effective and competes with readiness for class the next 
day. We strongly encourage a cut-off time of 10:00 p.m. as a habit to develop daytime study routines.

 



GRADES AND ACADEMIC INTEGRITY
HLS GRADING SCALE
100-91 A  90-89 B+ 88-82 B 81-80 C+ 79-76 C 75-70 D 69 & below F
   
GRADING PHILOSOPHY
Grades at HLS represent a balance of assessments or papers, homework completion, readiness 
for and participation in class, and adherence to deadlines. As a result, these grades provide useful 
feedback to the student in making valuable judgments and adjustments to improve their study 
skills and time management.

Teachers personally grade assigned work and provide feedback for students to monitor their 
progress. All student work is filed in a Resource Notebook for parents, students and teachers to 
review at any time throughout the year. Students are encouraged to apply the following formula to 
their classes at Highlands: 

 • Complete assignments thoroughly and on time
 • Attend class regularly
 • Focus on learning not grades
 • Ask questions
 • Apply feedback from teachers

The emphasis in our program is on student growth and development and not grade achievement. 
Students who apply these measures experience success at Highlands and grow both as students 
and people. “A” students, A/B students and B/C students all leave our program well prepared for 
high school and beyond.

GRADING SYSTEM
The online grading system, THINKWAVE, is utilized by teachers to record grades and is available 
for both students and teachers to view on a regular basis. A student ID number will be given to 
each student to log in and check their grades. Grades are updated weekly by noon of each week. 
Larger cumulative tests or papers may take longer than a week to grade and teachers will notify 
those students when they will appear on THINKWAVE.



ACADEMIC INTEGRITY
Students at HLS are expected to conduct themselves with the highest level of academic integrity that 
befits our standards as a classical and Christian school. Students should hold a commitment to work and 
speak with truthfulness, trustworthiness, and transparency.

All work submitted at HLS is expected to be completed by the student alone without assistance from 
outside sources, other students, parents or previous work submitted.  Please see the guidelines below for 
academic integrity:

Cheating
 • Using unauthorized notes
 • Using aids or information on an examination
 • Altering a graded work prior to returning it to a teacher
 • Allowing another person to do your work and submitting it for a grade

Fabrication
 • False signature
 • Failure to cite a source
 • Changing a letter grade

Plagiarism
 • Submitting material that is all or in part not your own, without identifying the source

Obtaining an Unfair Advantage
 • Looking at an exam prior to the time it is taken (graded or ungraded)
 • Inquire details from another student before a make- up test

SOCIAL AND CULTURAL POLICIES
Of central importance at HLS, is the quality and manner in which education is presented. Tomaintain 
this focus, we strive for a distraction free environment that supports learning and our goals for excel-
lence in both academics and Christian character. We aim to practice and imitate the highest ideals of 
Christian character in our ethics and conduct.

UNIFORMS
High school students wear a school uniform to class each day and to all formal school functions. Girls 
wear a skirt, blouse and sweater, and boys wear dress slacks, oxford and a tie. Tuesdays are formal dress 
days when students wear their House tie and full-dress uniform. On Fridays, students may wear an HLS 
monogrammed polo to class. On select days throughout the semester, there are special dress down days 
for outings, activities, and presentations.  
*See the HLS Student Handbook for specific uniform and dress requirements.

TEXTS AND NOTEBOOKS
The student book fee covers use of both HLS texts and personal texts that students may keep and add to 
their personal library. Books of both types should be cared for in a manner that is neat and in good re-



pair. HLS books should not be marked in any way and teachers may ask that certain texts are covered 
during the time of their use.  

We ask that students only mark their personal texts for necessary annotation and highlighting, and 
avoid drawing and doodling inside the text or on the spine and outside edges. Students will be asked 
to purchase new texts if they are ripped, contain drawings and marks or exhibit water damage.

STUDENT WORK
Development of a legible cursive hand is a valuable skill taught and developed in the lower school at 
HLS and maintained in the high school for all graded written work.  New students are encouraged to 
learn or practice cursive handwriting and gradually incorporate this skill into their submitted work. 
Papers and lab reports may be submitted in a typed format.

High school students are expected to write in full complete sentences and strive to use grammar and 
spelling correctly in all their work. Point deductions may be taken by teachers for written work sub-
mitted that does not reflect this standard.

All graded student work is filed and stored by the student in a three-ring binder called the student 
portfolio. This book serves as a tool for both the student and parent to access graded work, to receive 
feedback on their work, and to use it for cumulative study and review. Students leave the notebook at 
school but may bring it home at any time to show parents or use for personal study.

CELL PHONE POLICY
Cell phone use is not permitted during the school day. The school’s preference is that students leave 
their cell phones at home. If a parent determines their student needs a cell phone at school, the phone 
must be turned off and stored in the front zip pocket of their backpack. If a phone is seen or heard, it 
will be confiscated for the day and the student will be given a detention.

ELECTRONIC DEVICES
Unless directed by a teacher, students may not use cell phones, iPods, cameras, computers or other 
personal electronic devices in any campus building. Teachers will confiscate any electronic items seen 
or heard during the school day or during arrival and dismissal. This policy also applies to student par-
ticipation in after school activities.

Students taking an HLS approved online course may make arrangements with the office for computer 
use during their regularly scheduled class time.

STUDENT CONDUCT
Student behavior, attitude, and physical disposition should contribute positively to the classroom 
environment and to the HLS culture of excellence in character. To that end, students are expected to 
uphold the HLS Code of Student Behavior and the Code of Christian Conduct.

Our goal for students is to help them identify and practice the attitudes and actions that embody 
Christian character by example from our staff, direction from parents, and the guidance of our Con-
duct and Behavior expectations.



When discipline or correction is required, we aim to work alongside parents within the discipline 
process, seeking to apply necessary and appropriate consequences for their choices.

CODE OF STUDENT BEHAVIOR

CHARACTER QUALITIES TO DEMONSTRATE
 • Integrity: keeping one’s word, speaking the truth, doing one’s own work, carrying our 
  responsibility doing assignments adequately and on time)
 • Respect: for yourself, Highlands Latin School and its employees and students, and the 
  property of others
 • Courtesy: shown in all relationships, student to student or student to teacher/staff
 • Stewardship: for property, supplies and equipment of Highlands Latin School, as well as 
  care of personal items
 • Preparation: class readiness with attitude and supplies
 • Reconciliation: seek forgiveness and forgive others when an offense has been committed 
  or received

BEHAVIORS TO REFRAIN FROM
 • Tardiness to class
 • Failure to follow the dress code
 • Careless and/or reckless behavior (e.g., throwing objects, running in halls, driving 
  recklessly, etc.)
 • Behavior that impedes the educational process
 • Use of cellular phones and electronics during school hours
 • Inappropriate public display of affection (e.g., holding hands, kissing, excessive hugging, etc.)
 • Profanity and vulgar or offensive speech and/or gestures
 • Dishonesty in any form, including lying, theft, cheating and plagiarism
 • Rebellious or disrespectful attitude
 • Skipping class, leaving campus without permission
 • Harassment in any form, both physical and/or sexual in nature (See the HLS Anti-
  Harassment and Anti-Bullying Policies)
 • Use and/or possession of illegal or recreational drugs or alcohol, this includes but is not 
  limited to, tobacco, e-cigarettes and marijuana
 • Use and/or possession of weapons and/or dangerous items (e.g., guns, knives, explosive 
  devices, including switch-blades/kitchen knives, etc.) 


